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Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society 
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society 

February 2004 

February Membership Meeting 
Tuesday February 24, 7 p.m. 
Kennewick First Lutheran 
Church, Corner of 395 and Yelm 
Kennewick 
 
“Cranes in the Columbia Basin: 
more than just a Festival Focus” 
 
Join us for an up-close look at the graceful 
Sandhill Crane, the festival that honors 
them, and their expanding role in 
management on the Columbia National 
Wildlife Refuge.  Randy Hill, the lead 
biologist for the Columbia National Wildlife 
Refuge based in Othello will give this 
informative presentation.  Randy was 
involved as an organizer from the 
beginning of the Sandhill Crane Festival 
back in 1998 and has been intimately 
involved every year since then.  This year 
will mark the 7 th annual festival, March 26-
28, 2004.  Randy has witnessed the 
changing relationship between Cranes and 
people over his career and will share his 
thoughts on land management  and 
education regarding Cranes and other 
wildlife in the Columbia Basin.  
 
Randy has been a wildlife biologist since 
graduating from Humbolt State University 
in 1977.  Randy’s experience includes 

(Continued on pae 2) 

$8'8%21 0,66,21 67$7(0(17� 7R FRQVHUYH DQG UHVWRUH HFRV\VWHPV� IRFXVLQJ RQ ELUGV DQG ZLOGOLIH� IRU WKH EHQHILW RI KXPDQLW\ DQG

(DUWK’V ELRORJLFDO GLYHUVLW\� $XGXERQ HGXFDWHV DGXOWV DQG FKLOGUHQ DERXW WKH HQYLURQPHQW� DGYRFDWHV UHVSRQVLEOH SXEOLF SROLF\ DQG OHJLVODWLRQ

IRU QDWXUDO UHVRXUFHV� DQG FRQGXFWV VFLHQFH�EDVHG SURMHFWV XVLQJ ELUGV DV LQGLFDWRUV RI KHDOWK RI WKH QDWXUDO ZRUOG�

Second Saturday EVENT at the McNary  
  Environmental Education Center    
 (MEECE) Saturday March 13, 2004 
     9 am to 12 noon 
McNary Wildlife Refuge will  celebrate spring by 
going native!   Slides of successful native  plant-
ings at residences in the Tri-Cities will be shown 
by members of the Local Chapter of the Washing-
ton Native Plant Society.  
 
Also join a guided tour of McNary Environmental 

(Continued on page 2) 



Education Center restoration plot. 
Hike the trail for early wildflowers. 
View and count migrating birds. 
“Press on” temporary tattoos of mi-
gratory birds for kids!�
 
You are invited to join this activity 
at McNary Wildlife Refuge's Envi-
ronmental Education Center, 311 
Lake Rd., Burbank, WA.  Turn east 
off US Hwy. #12 a mile past the 
Snake River Bridge.  Call 543-
8322 for more information, or visit  
web site www.nwr.mcnary.wa.us. 
�

The event is open to the public at 
no charge, Families are welcome! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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working for the U.S. Forest Service, The Bureau 
of Land Management, The Bureau of 
Reclamation and The U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service in California, New Mexico, Minnesota, 
and North Dakota, as well as Washington.  
Randy has been at Columbia National Wildlife 
Refuge since 1990.    
 
Come find out more about this local festival and 
learn about the fascinating characteristics of 
Sandhill Cranes during their migration.   

(Continued from page 1) 

Nominations being Accepted for the Tri-
City Conservationist of the Year  
 
The Tapteal Greenway Board of Directors is now encour-
aging nominations for 2004 “Tri City Conservationist of 
the Year”, the annual award given by the Board to an in-
dividual, group, or business that has made an outstanding 
contribution to conservation in the greater Three Rivers 
area.  Anyone can make nominations, and only Greenway 
Directors are excluded from eligibility.  Nominations 
should be made to Scott  Woodward by telephone ( 627-
3621 ) or email (woodfish24@charter.com).  The nomi-
nation period will close at 5:00pm, Monday, March 8th. 
Help us recognize the special people in our community 
who make the extra commitment to conservation.  

2 

LCBAS 
P.O. Box 1900, Richland WA 99352 

 
OFFICERS 

President, Tom Clarke - 588-3362 
(tlclarke1@hotmail.com) 

Vice President, Charlotte Reep- 547-9087 
(reepowls@earthlink.net) 

Secretary, Bonnie Dunham - 586-2429 
Treasurer, Chris Simonen - 375-1703 

(FASIMONEN@aol.com) 
President & First Lady Emeritus 
Howard Ennor & Lucile Ennor 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Audubon Adventures  

Bird Sightings, Bill LaFramboise - 627-3695 
Book Sales,  Margaret Greger - 943-3951 
Conservation, Rick Leaumont - 545-6115 

Curlew Folding/Mailing, Claire Schneck - 943-9249 
Editor  Heidi Newsome heidi_newsome@fws.gov 

967-3633 
Field Trips, Near,  Ann Taylor - 783-2303 

Field Trips, Far, Barbara Clarke - 588-3362 
Nature Trail, Rod Coler  783-4664-  

Publicity, Murrell Dawson - 588-4025 
Education, Dana Ward 545-0627 

Hospitality, Forrest and Coralou Miller  783-7021 
Membership, vacant 

Programs, Kathy Criddle, 628-9869 
RARE BIRD ALERT - 627-BIRD 
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Bird Sightings - (December 16 to January 15, 2003) 
Bill LaFramboise (wlafra@owt.com) 
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Observers  
CC Craig Corder, JC Judy Corder, JCr Jim 
Criddle, KC Kathy Criddle, AD Annet Dittmer, JDit 
Jim Dittmer, RF Ruth Fischer, RH Randy Hill, BL 
Bill LaFramboise, NL Nancy LaFramboise, AMc 
Andrew McClelland, LN Laurie Ness, HN Heidi 
Newsome, DR Dennis Rockwell, DS Doug 
Schonewald, CSi Chris Simonen, BW Bob 
Woodley  
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Great Blue Heron drawing courtesy of the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
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lands in the 2000 hunting season claimed 95 bulls, 
87 cows and 30 claves (sex unknown), 2001 har-
vested 17 bulls, 49 cows and 9 calves, 2002 re-
corded 45 bulls, 7 cows and 1 calf and so far the 
2003 season accounts for 45 bulls, 16 cows and 3 
calves.  We do not know what the results are for the 
14 to 24 Landowner Access permits.  If the goal of 
WDFW’s hunting program is to reduce the size of 
the herd the season should only allow taking antler 
less elk (cows / calves) only allowing a small num-
ber of permits for bulls. The numbers for 2002 and 
2003 clearly indicate the hunter preference for tak-
ing bulls.  Without going into a birds and the bees 
discussion, if your really serious about reducing the 
herd, hunt the cows; taking bulls does little or noth-
ing to reduce the herd’s ability to reproduce.  
 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&WS) cap-
tured and relocated 177 elk in 2000, and another 32 
animals in 2002.  Hazing operations by the WDFW 
have proved to be a very successful method of con-
trolling crop damage in the past, but have been dis-
continued. 
 
Max Benitz announced at the WDFW meeting that 
private property owners would close all their lands 
to elk hunting for the 2004 season.  Some of the 
private property owners are leasing large tracts of 
federally owned BLM lands on which they control 
hunting access.   
 
The elk herd is a complex issue and insufficient in-
formation is currently available to make scientifically 
based decisions.  We absolutely oppose public 
hunting on ALE and feel the WDFW should limit the 
2004 hunting season to only antler less elk or allow 
a very limited number of bull permits. Hazing and 
capture and release programs should be reinstated, 
and other options considered.  

Conservation and Action 
With Rick Leaumont 
 
Hanford Elk 
 
Everyone has probably seen the recent Tri-City 
Herald article concerning the Hanford Elk herd.  
Landowners adjacent to the Fitzner Eberhardt Arid 
Lands Ecology Reserve (ALE) portion of the Han-
ford Reach National Monument have expressed 
concerns over the number of elk in the herd, crop 
damages and problems with hunters damaging 
property, trespassing and hunting in an unsafe 
manner. The Washington Department of Fish & 
Wildlife (WDFW) has had to pay out large damage 
claims over the past five years; the total for these 
claims may have reached a total of $500,000, al-
though I have not been able to confirm that num-
ber.  The herd reached a maximum population of 
838 in 1999 and is currently down to somewhere 
between 400 and 475 animals.   
 
Benton County Commissioner Max Benitz angrily 
demanded opening the ALE to public hunting at a 
recent meeting with WDFW and local landowners. 
Benitz claims the only solution to the “problem” is 
opening ALE to public elk hunting. He also claims 
the elk are overgrazing the ALE as well as private 
property. The private landowners also demanded 
more Landowner Access Permits, which WDFW 
issues to landowners suffering damages from wild-
life.  WDFW can only issue 100 of these permits 
statewide, fourteen were initially issued to private 
landowners adjacent to the ALE and we under-
stand ten more were issued following the meeting. 
The permits only allow taking cow elk and the 
landowners demanded that these permits allow 
hunting either sex.  
 
We are taking the position that LCBAS is totally 
opposed to public hunting on the ALE. The ALE is 
a very delicate area that has been closed to the 
public for over sixty years. It is slowly recovering 
from the horrific fire of 2000.  The native plants 
and wildlife need the solitude and protection from 
human interference, which the ALE provides and 
this must not be compromised.  
 
The WDFW claims they want to manage the herd 
and reduce the population to 350.  Unfortunately 
they are pursuing a flawed policy, which has been 
marginally successful. Public hunting on private 

Goldeneye courtesy of Wash. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 
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BURROWING OWL REPORT 
FEBRUARY 2004 

 
It is time to start cleaning up all artificial burrows for the coming breeding season and making 
them as cozy and attractive as possible.  Experience has taught that a 6” opening (tubing) that 
narrows to 4” tubing is the best combination.  The 6” allows babies to dive to safety together in-
stead of going single file, which could prove fatal in case of attack.  Research also shows the im-
portance of placing artificial burrows adjacent, or close to natural burrows.  Of all the burrows in-
stalled over the past 6 years, only 14 produced young.  However, quite a few others showed signs 
of temporary occupancy, or at least inspection by owls.   
 
Dr. Courtney Conway has applied for a large grant to install artificial burrows on golf courses in 
areas of the United States where burrowing owls live.  I fully supported this application by filling 
out a response form.  We hope his efforts will be successful.  Clare Sanders, from last year’s re-
search team, was in the Tri-Cities for a week in mid-January to check up on over-wintering owls.  
She found 30 birds in burrows covered with snow.  Keeping warm down in a nest wouldn’t be 
hard, but finding food was certainly a challenge.  
 
One female owl, fledged from here, spent last winter in Halsey, Oregon, between Albany and 
Eugene.  She didn’t return to the Tri-Cities for the summer season, but showed up again this fall 
back where she spent last winter.   We are not sure where she goes in the spring.  I have also re 

(Continued on page 7) 



 
 
ceived a clipping from Medford, Oregon where one lone owl has taken up residence in a 
storm sewer - “apparently the only one (owl) remaining in the Rogue Valley.”  Burrowing owls 
used to be common.  There have been attempts to introduce them to the Denman Wildlife 
Area near Medford and at the William L. Finley National Wildlife Refuge near Corvallis, but 
both efforts failed.   
 
Friends, we still have burrowing owls here, but in greatly diminished numbers.   They are 
struggling.   If you look around at all the development, it will take region-wide commitment by 
all to save what is left.  Canada is making a major effort to reintroduce burrowing owls to their 
former range.  They have a captive breeding program, and some of our displaced owls were 
taken to Canada to assist in this effort.  It is so much better to preserve what you have in-
stead of destroying it and then trying to bring it back.  Remember, extinction happens 
one burrow at a time. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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